The
Beeches
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1881 Census shows John Cariss Strachan and his sister Fannie in the house which is still not identified as The
Beeches.. There are only two servants, compared to the six needed by the previous occupants.

The Strachans were coal merchants in Hull doing business under the name of M Strachan & Son.

John grew up on Anlaby Road, didn’t marry and by the age of 32 was living in the Beeches. Coincidentally his
brother Alexander and family were living next door in Ivy Cottage, (later known as Willersley house) and we
can see that John and Alexander’s sister, Wilhemina and her husband, had come to visit and were staying in
Ivy Cottage. John’s sister Frances (Fannie) eventually marries Henry Briggs and lived in Willersley House and

later The Beeches.

John is still at the Beeches in 1891. His nephew, George Woods, a hosier and hatter, is staying in the house.
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1881 Census Johwv Cawissy Strachoawv
Relation Conr
Place Nawes to-head of it Age/| Occupatiorv | Where borw
il .

Willerby | Johuw Carissy Strachawy | Head www | 32 Coul Merchant | Northallerton
Farwnie - sister www |27 Hull
AnnWilson servant | wwn |21 domestic duties | Hull
Howrviet Swanick servant | w22 domestic duties |Hull

1891 Cevsus Johw Cawrissy Strachan
Relation Con~
Place Names to-head of it Age| Occupation | Where borw
il .
Willerby
The Beeches | Johw Cariss Strachow | Head S 42 | Coal Merchant | Northallevtow
Geovge F Woods nephew S 21 |Hosier & Hatter |Hull
tligabetiv Loftby servant S 30 | domestic servant | Novthv Shields
Rachel Maskell servont S 50 | domestic servant | Hull
tligabetiv Tinfleet servant S 17 | domestic servant | Grimsby
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The Beeches from the air.

Note the modern houses now
occupying what was once the

extensive gardens.
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There are two journals dated 1885-1897 and 1901—1909. The earlier one Includes references to flowers,
seeds, vegetables, the garden year in months, instructions on planting various flowers, details of wet weather
work, general garden maintenance, crop reports and colour diagrams of flower arrangements. Also contains

details of household drains, water cistern, list of newspapers reviewed, list of luggage for foreign travel and

travel itinerary for a journey to Malta. The later journal includes references to flowers, garden inspection

walks, record of sowings, permanent plantings and earliest vegetables.

It is Interesting that in the 1901 Census the only occupants of The Beeches are three servants. Was John on

his travels to Malta?
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The Beeches from the air.

Note the modern houses now
occupying what was once the

extensive gardens.

1901 Censusy (Johwv Cawisy Strachan)

Relatiow Comnn
Place Naumes tohead | ~ ~ |Age| Occupationv | Where borw
) dit.
of family
Willerby
The Beeches | Eleanor Granthawm servant S 34  |cook Skidby
Annie Horsely servant S |29 |howemaid Lythe Yorks
Ado Storr servant S 17 kitchenwmaid Hull
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John died in 1907 and it is possible that his sisters, Frances Briggs and Wilhemina Barrett, now both widows,

were either living in the house or came to live in the house when John died.

Wilhemina had been living just off Anlaby Road when her husband died in 1896. She then moved to Coltman
Street where she lived alone with one servant. She died in 1909 at the Beeches. Frances who had also been
living on Anlaby Road, was certainly there in 1911 (re Census) as a widower along with her son Norman, a
medical student, and her two daughters, Mabel and Clarice. She was also there in 1914 when son Henry
Strachan was discharged from the army because of defective sight and also in 1925 on the marriage of her

daughter Clarice. She carried on living in the house until her death in 1932.

UK, Roll of the Indian Medical Service, 1615 -1930 for Norman Briggs

Roll of the Indian Medical Service, 1615-1930

667. Briggs, Norman. b. 12 Nov. 1891. ILeeds and Univ. Coll. Lond.
M.R.C.S. 1914. L.R.C.P. Lond. 1914. Ty. Lt. RAAMC. 10 Aug.
1914. Ty. Capt. 10 Aug. 1915 to 7 Aug. 1917. Appointed, 8 Aug.
1917. Ranked as Capt. from 17 July 1916. D.P.H. R.C.P.S. Lond.
1925. Major, 10 Feb. 1926. ————  War of 1914—21. France
and Belgium, 1916-17 ; Persia and Persian Gulf, 1918-10.
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1911 Census Frances Briggs (nee Strachan)

Relationto- Where
Place Names head of |Condit.|Age | Occupatior
fomily born
Willexrby
The Beeches | Frances Briggs Head wdr | 57 Hull
Mabel Catherine - daughter S 23 Hull
Clarice Mawy - daughter S 17 Hull
Normaw Briggs son S 19 | medical student Hull
Frederick Ernest Audas | visitor S 25 or Hull
Frances Rands servant S 20 | howsemaid Broughv
tliga Ellerby servant S 45 | cook Hull
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Following the death of Frances Briggs (nee Strachan), the house was occupied by Keith Newland Hillas, a

Timber Merchant (W N Hillas & Co ). He married Margaret Joyce Smith in 1932 and possibly lived at the

Beeches not long after Frances Briggs died. The couple were certainly
there in 1935 when his wife advertised in the Hull Daily Mail for a cook to
work at the Beeches. In 1939 Sydney and Lilian Wilmot are working there
as gardener and doing unpaid domestic duties! Keith became a major in
the Durham Light Infantry and during WW?2 he was captured in North
Africa and sent to an Italian prisoner of war camp. He escaped when Italy
capitulated but was recaptured near the Swiss border and became a
prisoner of war in a German Camp. He was released in 1945. He lived at

the Beeches until approximately 1959 (he can still be found in the 1959

Phone Book at The Beeches) when he moved to Swanland. He died in 1961.

1939 Registration
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After the Hillas’ moved it is believed that The Beeches was owned for a time by a cleaning contractor

(Claughtons?). (Francis Davies U3A). | have also found a W. Bottomley in the phone directories of 1961-1963

living at the house.
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1939 Registration Keithv Newland Hillas

Place Noumes | Buth Occupation
Willerby
m?hw KeithN Hillas M |25Aug 06 |Director—timber importer
Mavgawet J Hilllas M |22 May 10 |Unpaid domestic duties
Sydney Wilmot M |5 Nov 06 gowrdew labourer—heavy work
Lian E Wilmot M |3 Dec00 unpaid domestic duties
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These two maps show the development and loss of land owned by the Beeches. Up until 1939 its footprint was
much as it always had been. However by the 1960s Beechfield Drive had been built upon the former gardens to

the west and south, while the houses on Great Gutter Lane to the north completed the takeover.

The Beeches

in e oe— T N\
W L A "/, G

N

_ Lzl

The Beeches Iater became a residenﬁal care home 99 Main Street Willerby Hull East Yorkshire England HU10 6BY

for the elderly. In the 1969 phone directory it can be

Our Hull home is both friendly and well managed where we respond
. . , to the needs of each of our residents with courtesy and dignity at all
found under ‘Nursing Homes’ as The Beeches Rest s
From the mement of arrival at our East Yorkshire home you will
receive a warm welcome from both staff & management.

Ho me although thiS Iater advert refe rs tO it as a Ca re Our home is tastefully decorated, and furnished to provide a level of

comfort that is much appreciated by all

We have setup a rota system that ensures we have nursing care
staff on duty all day and night.

There is also a 24-hour call system installed that enables our
resdients to call a member of staff at a moments notice.

Home.

Hull Map

Hull Driving Instructions

In 2008 it was converted into apartments.

click here to view another care directory in Hull




